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Subject: Political Prisoners in South Vietzvisj 
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la raaposis® to your request of ifetna 13# passed to us by Mr. T^ad&rsm, 
ha»» prepared fee followiag ccsssesnfca on political itfisoeaers la. South Vietnam. 
Oar ir^ce^t&caj has bosh drawn from official . reports frcea Saigon, mi&temnbad 
by oar c tisauasicas wife analysts in ofear ac/e^ies ia H&feiagtm; ha^sver, tha 
data are still i^cqpleta.. A s & result, only tm&tivu answers era- possible to 



As you are aBssaas, those codes and the entire system of Viet»8B&se jurispryderic® 
are 'based on Pfc'eneh laolssls# though with . ^lific&fcioa to 'tar© eeccunfc of. Vietnamese 
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HLa alQ 4 . In Saigon 


Kastoers. As «f i'ssril, 123$ f according to a ys Miss-don assort m public 
saf ety^ <&^lil<3p«s3rtfc3 # fee South ' Vietnam^, Jtetioaai^iie^ and fee pi^ctcarate. 
of Oos^eotioaa csfficially carried a fetal’Of ^ about' ■ 45».O0 '^tsIUJees sod. 
prisoners thrcss^iait Scsth-VAst nsea. Of thes©,. araaoi 2Q>3 # v v£sto . Xisfcsd as 
’‘political with 13,000 held JLa C(^rsctisaal,:C^t^s,,and 7,000 in 

Saticaatl PCdioer 'facilities. '£» nsjcjriiy of, the ^iciifcipa|. ' ®r« 
awaiting ' invss tigat ica, trial* car other deposition of. feeir.qsss& , Xa addition 
to fesa© 23,000 “pcslltical detainees-* , 

suggest that asrng the 16 , 743 sentenced prisoners aboat 11,030 so-calbsi 


jsxast ot tdiost are 


;edly CcsasmaAsts, 


d be 


coated as ‘•political prisoners “ . X» thsss event, there could bs ,.as’- may as 
3O,50Orj5oliti T €^l <3st»ina^/priscmeiB in ©oufch Viotaaea* 
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midaesthod ;bo refer to parsers . irr/olvcd in offenses against the security of fee 
■ state. . Available infarction <ioes; : x3pt pojcait a bret&dowa of fea statistics oh 
prisoners into cata^prios. tfr knawcf a6-.aaaa^ii^ttt ©^Sij&ssd^:*^ la. 

jail, md, ia JOscai&or 2938,' fee ®7tf relied -fee' last ,'o£ .tf'k-persma who 
were ifeOssi, to h«te been li^isoned Struggle l§3?®&mtrc£>3966* 

SS**©. are no- legal. restricJtioas against ©d»bcatii^' ..pease or. «autralis,?s (as 
long as it is not a, guise for Cotsmm&t activities} or against poUticai • 
og^oiition, ulfeougl^ Cosaasaist ectivity in. any forsi is proJjibitjd by fee ’Ocn-^ 
stifetim and by law,. " .Aososatiicn. .of coessunist cosplicity, if sade loosely, 
co u l d - bait usad- punitively ^gainst ‘ rtesri t: -..c^po^itdLc^ , or 'crifci^ass Of fee ' . 
gcvemKsnt, ixtt ■ feih^a^armtly lias hot bom wicialy^ implied,, given variety 
of lews prcdlMting .political. jffcsctissarily relafed. b> Cosrsihiar^ . ■ 
(a,g, , draft .'cwvssiiba dr tdlife^y dea&rtioa* w iiOcviigsnis^* , and ’•inciting a 
zado to disturb fee jsacurib/ of the ©tato") thnfcaa ba applied in the avsnfe 
tiie gowsenatas^fe wants to proeccuto. . •rr^iiti g tfrraa . rEaaagt.<gaaaa aa axar^pl.fe# • 
Ulhiong Diim Dfe' was ccwicted a? cSwjrgesFci afidi wea^sa ; .fea] fighting 
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spirit of the ties# m& the people* and Le Doaa Ki?a fear ijolding an "illeoal 

rnot&xg * -ftile '** — w — - — 1 - - - -- - - 

Mhafc. is princip* 

ijow ehodseQ to interpret and -«s$»Iy t&ssu In th© -essargclsa of this 

dmeo/ the Q/H is gaidad tswre by the political pres®are3 within South Vietnam 
tian oy logs! regalatiohs* Moreover, President like- other' VJ&tna&ese 

diKifs of state in tba s#3t, is sales to influence the declaim of the courts, 
particularly the ssilitary tribunals. 

Civilians j$u$p&cfc©ci ©£ ^acjxlty Icdos>j 

In datantion and • jails th&y qae&tiamd and invos tdo-absd by* the 
polxc^* . ^^ojrdtng to las*, arreste should .to mads. pursuant to a wixr&nk* 
in wio ovsnfc that t&$- suspect is- caught in ,th& act ox appears likely to 

tes- isv&sl pjx^xsioas, police arx^sfcs of agouxity ssusg^te 
<xx^*onXy -ssado v^iteout legally , civilians suspected o£ violating 

^ or within 24 hours* .unless pcr^isaioji to 

hola ihm^Jaa^sc iu totaiaad £xrc» highor cKbalons* la fact, ©sore to 

^ of pc&@£- to fixx&st: and suspects until a ease is investigated 

imd disposed off on cooasim* pcr^ois aro held for- long period# of tis&a for 
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'355® great js&jcsri^ czf suspects arc classified as innocent civilians 
ana released- faring the iavestyLrjpative .psecooss by polios, officials or by 
the district or provtace <Shi«£ » Qaly a relatively ©sail proportion of oases 
are . referred cither to the z&litagy courts fear trial, ( is tha few cases - 
t&sc* thesra is clearly . sufficient esvidsnaa for prosecution) or to the Prov ingial 
^esirity -Oaesdttaa- {SSC> la the. event . farther. Jhvestdgstdm .’is massar/. ’ 

iKfc* J?ivOvinci<il SsKWffifcy Oo^lttss^ wnlcsh tho ^ovJuiolal capitals 

anc * s^itepoams .cities^, handle 42se majority of t&sse ntedii m3 are : hm 

and key deliceir&ti^ bodies active is tha legal processing of 
.. suspects. Ssa-y re«Low.ths cases sohBdt^edvto'thss-hy- the police and 
ei^er rale&s® the suspects as iimoceet, -Qgg^-.-a^^nisttgtfogg 'dehs^tiasa' ce • 
ewsorcot. resld^aea fer up to tssfb years (*»iiicav in practice can ho ejt&andad for 
«ioi t ,o n ai periods) > car, like tim police authorities,, refer tSj© case to is 
appzopriats Riiiitary court, for trial if the evidence is .s u fficient for fofisal 



sacsiritgf ^ocxenses and specify tivi foru*a. Thrsjta types of military courts 

tlssaa sacuiit.y casaa**^hs Aguiar 'Military Ceurts, the ^Military *PioM . 

0c3urts, and thss tiilitary labile Field oarrta (the latter cr^erating in 1H Osrp® 
asri IV Corps) . - . 




r 10 Gv>l \P cccce^tdc^i and detention facilities f thou^x- in 
&Q&& C3p*<£z prxtslfcly© by gxq jLi^provinq* Ov&r pssfc yeozr 


o^xl a hxiiL/ con^ ^ruc blon Ivas xo&3c&4 evoxer f rroxs tLv^ 

bo^n appointed to prison i? f pri^oi^cx ration hi^/i 

boon inctt*c*a^d r kitchen, tuvi dining i^sn •xshovatoc* ox obstructed 
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In aom caqps, and sanltafcicn arid znodioal oses-ham been ivpxm&d* A mathly 
prism&r inspectUm procedure has also been- inaugurated* J&thoagh heavy landed 
trsatiJaat# if not torture, presumably ia applied c*i occasion/ we do not know 
if this is widespread* 
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